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Galleria Lorcan O’Neill Roma is delighted to present Aria, a project created by Stefano Minzi for the gallery’s
annex space on via della Lungara.
We have almost reached the renowned year of 2012, a date which has for thousands of years carried terrifying
predictions; and after years of war in Iraq and Afghanistan (which in our daily life now pass unnoticed), there is
military tension in Korea, natural disasters in Asia, the Mediterranean rises up with one collective voice and a
close new war is in the news.
The series of works exhibited in this show were born out of this climate, as if the works themselves are
photographic film which cannot but record what crosses the scene accidentally, even if they are originally
intended to be a landscape or portrait. The works include references from real events as well as images that
represent the emotional impact of current affairs (e.g. images from the artist’s dreams). The work of Stefano
Minzi constantly expresses a wish to give form to the life of his intellect, his emotions, his family, not simply in
isolation, but in relation to social and political life. It is also an attempt to put all the above within the framework
of esoteric disciplines and astrology - a search for meaning of the simultaneous existence of very different
realities (those of the artist’s personal experience alongside that which is happening or has happened in the
world around him).
The nucleus of the exhibited work can be pinpointed to a single dream the artist had in 2009. Leaning out of the
window one morning, instead of being confronted by the usual urban London scene, the artist sees an ocean…
the distance speckled by what appears to be a swarm of gnats, which approaching, reveals itself to be F16
warplanes flying in formation. The planes get nearer and nearer, increasing in size and number, until the sun is
blocked from view.
Much of Stefano Minzi’s work orginates from the nightmare of war. Fear of the atomic bomb, the absurdity of
nuclear arms, premonitions of the end, are all at the heart of the artist’s project. Onto this is grafted something
poetical that links these elements with private experiences as well as with philosophical, and in part, mystical
knowledge.
The works in the exhibition are dedicated to ‘air’, one of the four elements found in the Hellenic philosophical
tradition. In Aristotelian thought air is hot and humid and amongst the elements occupies a place between fire
and water. Its opposite is earth. In astrology, air is associated with the three signs that make up the ‘triangle of
air’: Gemini, Libra and Aquarius. In the works Aquarius, Gemini and Libra the warplanes that advance in
formation towards the observer take on the position of stars in their respective constellations. They could be
unknowingly carrying a message, an oracle that announces ‘a great event in the divine order’ (René Guénon,
1958), or be destined to dissolve as the dreamer awakes, having warned about the future that is still to be
envisioned.
All the works in the exhibition are unique. The prints on canvas are handmade. The artist creates a work on
paper in ink (a ‘model’ or ‘matrix’), then transfers the ink from that paper to the canvas. With coloured works,
the artist transfers the ink four times, in black, in magenta, in blue and in yellow. The fragility of the ‘model’ or
‘matrix’, the mixing of the inks by hand, the numerous variables within the process means the finished
canvases are rich in pictorial variation and nuance. For the works in this exhibition – Aquarius, Gemini e Libra there is an additional element – a Plexiglas suspended in front of the canvas, on which black warplanes are
printed.
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